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Media release  

Nation-leading study to coincide with Prion 

seismic survey 
 

Wednesday 22 September 2021 

 

Beach Energy says an important research project will take place to coincide with the Prion 3D Seismic Survey, 

which is expected to start in late October. 

The one-of-a-kind study will trial emerging seismic survey technologies and, at the same time, research the 

sound impacts to scallop and lobster from the new and traditional seismic sound sources.  

Carried out by leading Australian research institutions, the scientifically robust assessment will build on the 

evidence base for both the fishing and petroleum industries.  

The survey will take place in the offshore Bass Basin in Commonwealth waters, approximately 73 km east of 

King Island, 57 km north of Stanley in Tasmania and 105 km south of Wonthaggi in Victoria at their closest 

points.  

The offshore Commonwealth regulator NOPSEMA recently accepted Beach’s Environment Plan for the Prion 

Seismic Survey, which will take approximately eight weeks subject to weather conditions. 

Beach’s Community Manager Linda French said that while the Prion Survey area has never been commercially 

fished for scallop, consultation with the local fishing industry has been very important and led to agreements 

to undertake two separate research projects.  

“Seismic surveys – which allow us to map the subsurface geology - have been undertaken safely in Bass Strait 

for many decades,” Ms French said. 

“While the scientific evidence does not support claims of adverse impacts from seismic surveys to the 

fisheries in our survey area, in response to the industry’s concerns we have started two key studies to build 

upon the evidence base.  

“The first is to assess scallop biomass and conduct a ‘before and after’ impact study on potential new scallop 

beds in a small part in the south-west corner of the Prion Survey area.  

“The second study is a nation-leading research project to improve the evidence base of new seismic 

technologies – part of a collaborative research project which involves the Institute of Marine and Antarctic 

Studies in Hobart and Curtin University in Perth, both highly respected in this field of study.” 

Offshore seismic surveys use a vessel, about 100m long, to tow an acoustic source and hydrophone receivers 

on 12 streamers 8 km long.  
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The acoustic source will transmit sound waves into the geological structures beneath the seabed, which 

reflect to the hydrophone receivers. Geophysicists will analyse the recorded data and create a 3D map of the 

subsea structures to identify potential natural gas reservoirs. 

Locally produced natural gas resources are critical for Australia’s energy needs, particularly with the 

independent Australian Energy Market Operator (AEMO) forecasting shortfalls on the East Coast market as 

early as 2023.   

Natural gas is also seen as critical in reducing Australia’s emissions footprint.  

AEMO’s Integrated System Plan (ISP), which models electricity generation over the next 20 years in the 

National Electricity Market (NEM), predicts higher levels of gas fired power generation in 2041-42 relative to 

2021-22 levels in all modelled scenarios.  

This includes the most ambitious ‘step change’ scenario, which achieves a 90% reduction in carbon emissions 

from power generation by 2041-42. Under this step change scenario, gas-fired generation increases 33% 

through to 2041-42, enabling renewables generation to increase by 285%. 

About Beach Energy 

 

Founded in 1961, Beach is headquartered in Adelaide Australia. With a proud track record for safety and 

environmental performance, Beach operates onshore and offshore facilities across Australia and New 

Zealand. Beach has a target to reduce emissions 25% by 2025, and an aspiration of Net Zero emissions by 

2050. More information: www.beachenergy.com.au/bass-basin  

For further information contact the following on +61 8 8338 2833 
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